TCU Cox Social Psychology Research Lab

Hello! Thank you for your interest in the Cox Lab. Our main topics of research include existential isolation (feeling of being alone in one’s subjective experience), its inverse shared reality (experiencing commonality with others’ inner states), aloneliness (discrepancy in amount of time spent alone and ideal amount of time spent alone), and more recently, time perception (how individuals perceive time and how that impacts their well-being), and parasocial relationships (the one-sided relationships that an individual forms and develops a strong sense of connection and intimacy to). We explore these and other topics by designing and testing research questions, usually among TCU undergraduate students, but also among online, more niche groups. For example, in the past, this has consisted of religious people and competitive athletes. One of the expectations for the undergraduate research assistants in our lab is to be familiar with our research and feel comfortable talking about it with research participants, other scientists, and laypeople. 

As research assistants, we will have you take part in a variety of activities around the lab. Most substantially, this involves collecting data for our studies, coding and entering this data, and helping the graduate students as needed. Typically, most of our research is conducted in a laboratory where you (as the experimenter) run participants through an experimental design. You will also gain experience in writing a grant for research funding through the College of Science and Engineering. We also encourage you to join us on presentations for local (TCU), regional, and even national psychology conferences, which is beneficial for you to add to your CV/resume and gain experience communicating scientific research to other scholars and laypeople. Moreover, we strongly encourage Honors students and McNair scholars to join our lab and conduct your projects with us. Even if you’re not in one of these programs, we are always excited about students who have their own research ideas they’d like to pursue with us.
 
You have the option of working in our lab on a volunteer basis or earning course credits. According to university policies, you are allowed to take up to 9-credit hours that can count towards your degree as a major or 3 hours as a minor (additional credits can be taken as an elective). This will involve enrolling in Psych 40333: Research in Social Psychology. Either way (volunteer vs. taking hours), we welcome you to our lab. We ask that all RAs commit 9 hours each week to the lab, especially those who receive credit. However, we understand that this can vary from week-to-week.  

Just as we have expectations of you, we hope that you also will have expectations of us – graduate students and Dr. Cox. We encourage you to consider us as a resource to assist you as you explore and apply for graduate schools, jobs, and internships, and as you pursue your interests in psychology, research, and/or academic affairs more broadly. Our doors are always open, and we look forward to providing you with whatever help we can.

[bookmark: _Int_IWDpBTXU]If you like the sound of our research and our expectations, we would like to hear back from you! Please fill out this RA application Google Form. Thank you for your interest in working with us and we look forward to hearing from you!

Tiffany Bui & Bao Han Tran, Lab Managers
tiffany.bui@tcu.edu
bao.han.tran@tcu.edu
